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Cologne Gay Games set to sail in the Netherlands. 
Gay Games VIII Cologne 2010 adds two more sports 
 
 
Cologne, Germany – March 26th, 2008. In the summer of 2010 some 12,000 
participants from more than 70 countries will travel to the Rhine Valley when 
Cologne hosts the Gay Games VIII. Sporting events ranging from soccer and 
beach volleyball to billiards, dancing and even chess will be featured. For 
the sailing competition, the organizers in Cologne are cooperating with their 
European “downstream” neighbours. 
 
Two new sports have been added to the program, bringing the total number of 
planned activities to 33 sports and four cultural events. “There were so many 
requests for sailing and field hockey that we decided to include them as well,” 
said Annette Wachter, managing director of Games Cologne.  
 
The sailing regatta will be held in the Netherlands, about an hour’s drive from 
Cologne. “Sailing will be offered on the Maas Lakes near Roermond, the 
Netherlands – a world-renowned sailing area where the region’s best crews train 
and compete,” Wachter said. “There will be a shuttle service bringing the sailors 
to the Maas Lakes and back to Cologne.” The regatta will conform to international 
standards, and all results will be official and accredited internationally.  
 
The second new sports event, a field hockey tournament, will take place at 
Muengersdorf Sportpark in Cologne, directly adjacent to RheinEnergieStadion. 
Sixteen teams will face off against one another. 
 
The Gay Games VIII Cologne 2010 are facing Olympic dimensions in terms of the 
number of participants and the range of sporting disciplines. “We are especially 
thrilled that more than 400 people have already pre-registered to participate. We 
expect the total number of athletes to reach 12,000 by the year 2010,” Wachter 
said. Pre-registration is already possible on the Games Cologne website, 
www.games-cologne.com. Sailing and field hockey will be added when official 
registration begins in July 2008. Visitors to the website can also sign up for the 
Games Cologne newsletter, which is published regularly. 
 
Participation is open to all; there are no qualification criteria. The Gay Games 
promote tolerance and acceptance of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and 
transsexual people. 
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These are the 33 sport disciplines: 
 
 
Aquatics – Diving 
Aquatics – Swimming 
Aquatics – Synchron. 
    Swimming  
Aquatics – Waterpolo 
Badminton 
Basketball 
Beach-Volleyball 
Pool-Billiard 
Bowling 
Chess 
Climbing 

Cycling 
Dancing 
Fieldhockey 
Figure-Skating 
Golf 
Handball 
Ice Hockey 
Inline-Speed-Skating 
Martial Arts 
Physique 
Power Lifting 

Road Races (incl. Marathon) 
Sailing 
Soccer 
Softball 
Squash 
Table Tennis 
Tennis 
Track and Field 
Triathlon 
Volleyball 
Wrestling 

 
 
There are also a culture programme with an “International Memorial Rainbow Run”, a “Visual Arts Event” 
and Choral and Band-Festivals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About Gay Games VIII Cologne 2010: 
The next Gay Games will take place in Cologne between 31 July and 7 August 2010. Expected are approximately 12,000 
participants from over 70 nations, who will celebrate ‚the festival of open games’ under the motto ‚Be part of it!’ – free 
from any discrimination. The Gay Games support tolerance towards homosexual, bisexual, transgender and transsexual 
populations. Everybody can participate in the Gay Games – independent of sexual orientation, sex, race, religion, 
nationality, ethnic origin, political creed, athletic and / or physical ability, age, or state of health. The participants will 
amply demonstrate how to enjoy sport culture together. 
 
Gay Games VIII Cologne 2010 will offer 33 different sports and four cultural events. The bandwidth of the competitions 
ranges from soccer and beach volleyball to pool, chess, figure skating and dance. The cultural festival consists of choir 
and band events as well as an art exhibition and the ‚International Rainbow Memorial Run’ to commemorate all AIDS 
and breast cancer patients and victims. 
 
You can now reserve your space at the Gay Games VIII Cologne 2010 exclusively via the organiser’s homepage 
www.games-cologne.de (german) / www.games-cologne.com (english) 
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